P R A I S E F O R D I S C O V E RY :
‘A memorable book that seamlessly welds
history, geopolitics, adventure, travel and
natural history to tell of civilization’s imaginative and physical forays into the
mapmakers’ southern “Terra Incognita”.’
P U B L I S H E R S W E E K LY
‘…a grand narrative of adventure and persistence, Estensen writes with lucidity and
considerable elegance.’
AUSTRALIAN BOOK REVIEW

To research Matthew Flinders’s life, Miriam
Estensen retraced his steps from the quiet
English town of Donington to the isolated
colony of Port Jackson, to Mauritius and
finally to London. Using archives and libraries
of three countries, she has charted the
remarkable achievements of one of the great
navigators of the nineteenth century, the man
who gave a whole continent its name.
Miriam Estensen lives with her husband, a
retired sea captain, on Australia’s Gold Coast.
She divides her time between researching the
life of George Bass, Matthew Flinders’s close
friend and fellow adventurer, and investigating
a new theory of the origins of the Viking
outbreak.
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HMS Reliance, Port Jackson, 15 February 1800

M AT T H E W F L I N D E R S t o A N N C H A P P E L L E
HMS Reliance, 25 September 1800



‘I have to inform you of my arrival here yesterday, in a six-oared cutter belonging
to His Majesty’s armed vessel Porpoise, commanded by lieutenant Fowler; which
ship, I am sorry to state to your Excellency, I left on shore upon a coral reef
without any prospect of being saved … The ship Cato, which was in company, is
entirely lost upon the same reef, and broken to pieces, without anything having
been saved from her …’
M AT T H E W F L I N D E R S t o P H I L I P G I D L E Y K I N G
Sydney, 9 September 1803
‘I might relate to thee, my best beloved, the anxious fears, unhappiness,
indignities and disappointments I have undergone in this island; but it would only
be distressing to thee and myself. I look forward now, every week, for some
intelligence from France or England that shall set me and my unhappy comrades
at liberty, but should none such arrive before the middle of March next year, I
shall begin to be hopeless.’
M AT T H E W F L I N D E R S t o A N N F L I N D E R S
Mauritius, 31 December 1804
‘I think it was in the beginning of 1811, soon after my arrival in England, and
either the first or second time I had the honour to meet you at Sir Joseph Banks’,
that a discussion took place upon the propriety of making use of the term Terra
Australis or Australia as a general name for New Holland and New South Wales
collectively…’
M AT T H E W F L I N D E R S t o
JAMES RENNELL
London, 15 August 1813
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Cover image: Portrait of Matthew Flinders by
Toussaint Antoine De Chazal (detail), courtesy of
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Before Flinders arrived at Port Jackson,
Britain’s penal colony at the far end of the
earth, two names had been given to the vast
empty spaces on the globe’s southern
hemisphere—New Holland and New South
Wales. Travellers wondered whether a
continent, two islands or perhaps even an
archipelago occupied these uncharted waters.
All this changed with Matthew Flinders’s epic
voyage of circumnavigation of the Great South
Land.

‘You see that I make everything subservient to business. Indeed, my dearest friend,
this time seems to be a very critical time of my life … I may now perhaps make a
bold dash forward or remain a poor lieutenant all my life.’

ALLEN&UNWIN
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Writing Discovery: The Quest for the Great
South Land, published in Sydney and New
York to critical acclaim, led Estensen to
Matthew Flinders. Her fascination with charts
and maps compelled her to explore the life and
work of the young navigator whose map,
‘Terra Australis or Australia’, completed the
story of the Great South Land.

In 1790, in the Lincolnshire market town of
Donington, a stubborn sixteen-year-old defied
his father and went to sea. Here began the
remarkable career of Matthew Flinders R.N., a
career that ended in his forty-first year, just
days after publication of his life’s work, A
Voyage to Terra Australis and its accompanying
atlas.

MIRIAM
ESTENSEN

Matthew Flinders

American-born Miriam Estensen has a seafaring heritage, the legacy of forebears in
Sweden and Spain’s Basque country. Many
years of travel and living in Europe, the USA,
the Philippines and Australia has deepened her
interest in the maritime history of the world.

‘There was a time, when I was so completely wrapped up in you, that no
conversation but yours could give me any degree of pleasure … How great is the
service you have been to me! My mind has often called you its Socrates. You have
partly taught me to know my own good and bad qualities; from you I have
learned to judge of mankind more accurately. You have been the touchstone …’

The young commander, who was to give the
continent its final shape and was the principal
force behind it gaining the name ‘Australia’,
was an obstinate, intensely ambitious man,
eager to emulate the great Captain James Cook.
Audacious enough to advance his interests to
the most influential sponsor of the day, Sir
Joseph Banks, he was a strange mixture of
determination and doubt.

Matthew

Flinders
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MIRIAM ESTENSEN

The Life of Matthew Flinders is a story of
persistence and risk-taking, driving ambition
and frustration. Miriam Estensen leads the
reader through each stage of Flinders’s life,
revealing through his successes and frustrations
the man behind the achievements. This is a
richly detailed account of tragedy and shortlived triumph, of exile on an enemy island and
love thwarted, of a painful early death. It is also
the story of a man who left an indelible mark
on a continent and a nation.
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For Arvid, Erik and Axel
and also
To the memory of the brave men who sailed on unknown seas
to discover the shape and form of our world
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Conversions
Conversions

LENGTH

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

inch = 2.54 centimetres
foot = 30.48 centimetres
yard = 0.91 metres
fathom = 1.83 metres or 6 feet
chain (surveyor’s or Gunter’s chain) = 66 feet or 20.1168 metres
mile = 1.61 kilometres
league = varied in different countries and periods, but usually
estimated at approximately 3 miles or 5 kilometres

W E I G H T /M A S S

AREA

1 ounce = 28.3 grams
1 pound = 454 grams
1 ton = 1.02 tonnes

1 acre = 0.4 hectares
VO L U M E

1 pint = 0.568 litres
1 quart = 1.1 litres
1 gallon = 4.55 litres

T E M P E R AT U R E

Fahrenheit = 9/5 degrees
Centigrade + 32
C U R R E N CY

1
1
1
1

shilling = 12 pence
pound (£) = 20 shillings
guinea = from 1771 21 shillings; not issued after 1813
dollar = term generally used by English-speaking people for the
Spanish peseta or peso, international currency at the time; the peseta
was issued in Spain, the peso generally in Spanish American colonies.

Note: Modern values for currency in use in the past can only be estimated.
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G l o s s a ry
Matthew Flinders
Glossary

aloft—up above; up a mast or yard or high in the rigging
anchors—bower, the biggest anchors; stream, the next largest anchors;
kedge, smaller anchors for special purposes, usually stored below
azimuth compass—a compass that measure azimuth or bearing clockwise from due north
barica—a small barrel
beat—sailing as closely as possible to the wind by alternating tacks
bilge—the curved part of a ship’s hull next to the keel
bilged—when the bilge is broken
breaker—a small water cask
brig—a two-masted square-rigged ship
chains—the leadman’s station under the bowsprit
collier—a ship for carrying coal
crank—liable to heel too easily, top-heavy and unable to carry much
sail
draught—the depth of water needed to float a boat or ship
ephemeris—a table showing the position of a heavenly body on a
number of dates in orderly sequence
flag rank, flag officer—an admiral’s rank, an admiral
flog around the fleet—to be whipped on board each of a series of
ships
heave—to haul in
heave down—to pull over a boat or ship to inspect or repair the
bottom
hogshead—52 gallons; cask or other container with 52 gallon capacity
Indiaman—a large merchant ship in trade with India
in room of—in place of, instead of
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lead—a cone or pyramid-shaped piece of lead with a line secured at
the top and a small hole in the bottom for picking up samples of
the sea floor formation; with measurement markings used to take
soundings
leadsman—a sailor stationed in the chains under the bowsprit to heave
the lead
littoral—coast or shore
make water—to leak
pay a ship’s seams—to seal a ship’s seams with pitch after they have
been filled with oakum or cotton
puncheon—a large cask, usually with a capacity for 500 litres
quire—a set of uniform sheets of paper of a specific number
road, roadstead—an anchorage that is some distance from shore
room—space, place; in room of—in place or instead of
ships-of-the-line—the largest naval warships; also called ‘line of
battle ships’
snow—a small sailing ship resembling a brig
stand for—to sail onwards
stand off and on—to sail towards and then away in order to
maintain position; usually at night or while waiting
stem—the vertical timber at the bow of a ship that supports the bow
planks
streak, strake—a ship’s side plank
strike—to lower, e.g. strike into the bold
supercargo—an officer on a merchant ship who is in charge of the
cargo and commercial concerns of the trip
sweep—a large oar
swing onto a leg—to turn onto one of the straight runs that make
up the zigzag course of a ship as it tacks
swivel gun—a gun mounted so that it can be swung from side to side
theodolite—an instrument for measuring horizontal or vertical angles
treenails, trunnels—wooden pegs used in place of metal nails
trend—to tend to take a particular direction
watch on watch—shifts in which watches alternate every four hours
weigh—to raise anchor
wooding—obtaining firewood
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